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DEWAYNE BEVIL: THEME PARK RANGERS

Ahandful ofnewexperiences
are afoot atEpcot, and feetplay a
majorpart inoneof them.

Agroupbilled asTradNation is
nowperformingon the theme
park’sMill Stage inCanada. It’s a
five-piece,Quebec-baseden-
semble—basically a flutist, a
guitarist, twoviolinplayers anda
stepdancer.

That last guy is aneye-catcher
witha role that’s part riverdancer,
part snaredrum.Whenhe’snotup
doinga joyous jig, he’s sittingona
boxand tappingaway thebeat for
theband. It canbemesmerizing.

TradNation’s sound is folksy
and,well, French.Therewere
Englishexplanations and in-
structions, aplea to clapalong,
perhaps an Irish jokeanda refer-
ence to “mouthmusic” in the
20-minute show.

Yes, this is the samestage that
waspreviouslyhome toperform-
ancesof thepopularOffKilter
bandand, later, theCanadian
Lumberjacks show.The small pool
for the jacks’ log-rolling contests
hasbeen removed, but thecutting
remarks liveon. I abandoned live
streamingofTradNationviaPeri-
scopeafter a single songbecause
user commentswere sinking into
well-wornanti-lumberjack terri-
tory.

Everyone, it seems,wants to
make that “theygot the ax” joke.

Tobe fair,whenDisneymixed
up theEpcot lineup in2014, an
official toldme that itwas a return
to amind-set of changing the
entertainmentofferingsmore
often.Alongwith freshblood in
Canada, streetperformers also
havechanged in theUnitedKing-
domandMoroccopavilions in
recentmonths.

Meanwhile, back in front of the
Mill Stage, preschoolers are jam-

ming toTradNation.One isdanc-
ingat the foot of the stage.A little
girl sitting inher stroller shakes
maracas to themusic. It’s very
international andunderstanding.
Can’tweall just get along like
Epcot?

TradNationperforms several
times aday,Wednesdays through
Sundays. It’s a limited-timeen-
gagement,Disney says, expected
to rununtilmid-April.

Short, sweet
Ananimation triple-feature

debuted lastmonthatEpcot’s
MagicEyeTheater. FutureWorld
visitors candrop inon theDisney
&PixarShortFilmFestival
throughout theday.

The first—andmost inventive
—of the trio is 2013’s “Get a
Horse!”Thismadcap short inter-
mingles old-school cartooningand

themoremodernMickeyMouse
look, and the3-Deffects are a
perfect fit for the stage andscreen
at this theater,whichwasprevi-
ously thehome for “CaptainEO.”

Bonus:The remixedvoiceof
WaltDisneyhimself speaks for
Mickey in “Get aHorse!”

Theother films,Pixarpair “La
Luna” (2011) and theOscar-win-
ning “For theBirds,” are sweetly
whimsical and silly, respectively. I
got ananti-bullyingvibe fromthe
latter,whichdebuted in2000.But
I alsogot abig smile.

MaximumBaymax
“BigHero6” fans cannowmeet

andgreetBaymax inEpcot’sFu-
tureWorld.

For theuninitiated, the charac-
ter looks like a secondcousin to
thePillsburyDoughboyand the
MichelinMan.But itwill bemore

impressive to yourbestDisney
friend if youknowthat the robot
appeared in the2014Disneyani-
mated filmas thebutler/body-
guard/chauffeur/best friendof
HiroTakachiho.

Ah, but there areunusual rules.
Youcan’twearpinsor lanyards
whenapproachingBaymax.Let’s
just sayhe looks likehe’s sohappy
hecouldburst—and lots of guests
like tohug.

Healsodoesn’t talk, buthe
blinks/winks,which is expressive
anda little freaky.He’s also into
fist-bumping.

Baymaxstands in theCharacter
Spot across thebreezeway from
the traditionalCharacter Spot.A
permanentbackdrophasbeen
installed there.DisneyWorld lists
hishours as9a.m. to9p.m.daily.

dbevil@tribune.comor
407-420-5477

By Dewayne Bevil
Staff Writer

TradNation perform on the Mill Stage in the Canada section of Epcot.
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Oui, Canada has new act at Epcot
QUEBEC SOUNDS OFF AT WORLD SHOWCASE

Potter celebration
back atUniversal

Fans of the boy wizard are
expected in droves again at
Universal Orlando this week-
end for A Celebration of Harry
Potter.

Along with film-star power
in the forms of actors Rupert
Grint, Bonnie Wright, Matthew
Lewis, Evanna Lynch and Katie
Leung, the three-day event
features a freeform expo with
Potter-related partners and
more structured activities such
as panels and demonstrations.

The celebration is included
in regular admission, but Uni-
versal recommends that
guests get a two-park ticket as
some activities are in Universal
Studios theme park and some
are in the neighboring Islands
of Adventure.

Both parks — and their
respective Wizarding World of
Harry Potter attractions — will
be involved in a photographic
scavenger hunt.

The event expo, which
opens at 9 a.m. daily in Sound-
stage 33 on the Studios side,
includes a Sorting Hat experi-
ence and an interactive mini-
tour from Warner Bros. Studio
Tour in London.

Among the panels will be a
discussion of movie props with
Pierre Bohanna, graphic design
with Miraphora Mina and
Eduardo Lima of MinaLima
design studio and kid-oriented
experiences such as a “Dance
Like a Beauxbatons and Battle
Like a Durmstrang.”

For an exact schedule with
times and locations, plus rules
about costumes, go to
universalorlando.com.

Picture it: Loads of photos from Disney attractions old and new. We’ve
got them online, and on subjects ranging from the new Club Disney at
Hollywood Studios to “Captain EO Through the Years.” See more at
TheDailyDisney.com

Photo shop ■ FUSION FORAY:
Orlando Sentinel Food Editor
Heather McPherson went to
Morimoto Asia at Disney
Springs. Was she blown away
or not? Read her review at
TheDailyDisney.com


